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WHEN 

WAS JESUS BORN? 



CAivtal Analysis of KvMImM Offarad 

on the Subject— DitcuMlon of the 

Alleged Facts Given by Cano- 
nical New Testament. 



By CHARLES O. HAYS. 
Perhaps a thought which moHi t 
ly eniates th« attention of our pec 
Is lihat concerninR the ortgtn of 
era. 

We are at i)r*?s,.in lIvInK In 
lOO'tli vtar of (lui < ra. which, sup- 
posedly, dates from thi- birth of Jesus 
Christ, but which in I'eallty. la an as- 
I esUblished liy general ao- 
3 only, as In all the wide do- 
main of hlstury. It finds no word of 
confirmation. 

This may S' ••m :i I'-M slaH'incnt 
and one which slmuld i.r nnuU- only 
after a most careful review of alt the 
facU available to us, which may, In 
anyway, bear upon the matter. Of 
course, when entering upon such an 
Inqniry. (Hir first IhouKltts will most 
iiMlmallv turn to Ihe ranonioal New 
Ttsammi. Hero let m liiius*. a mo- 

entlon or drslro to ailvcicaic or rriii- 
else any sectarian |)rlnrli)lc oi- iloc 
trlnal point, much Kss to woniHi tho 
sensibilities of anyone, bui rathfr to 
trea the subject In lis secular or edu- 
cational sense only, and certainly wr 
can ilo j.istlc.. !„ oiir suliject. thi- tfs- 
laini'iit iin.l ,,iir-. h. ^ -nl> l>y condiicl. 

thorough and exhau«llv,-, Ix Ihk full' 
assured that the truth will be b.-si 
b« what It may, aasure^also tiiat thi 
truth cannot suffer from an earnes 
investigation but. llRo I'ur.- nobl, wil 
come from thv ci iicililr ' I i i' i.son, al 
the brighter for th,. «. ;..• lire. I.e 
us then carel\illy n.n: 1.1. r all tha 
niMV be found In Ibc New 'risttiinrnl 
^ aity nrnrr Mr-I uc may b 



able to (lisc. ver. 

First, then, we leum from the book 
( t Matthew that Jesus was bom s< 
time within the reign of Herod, iUng 

cf Judea, whose Infamous alaughK 
.of Infants Is familiar to all. 



Her 



■el!;n<-, 



within sucli a reinn, may be of some- 
what indefinite date, and w<iile It Is 
true that the beginning of this reisn 
cannot be definitely fixed, almost the 
exact day of Herod's death may be 
determined and In the following man- 



writ in« 



We learn from 
Jesephus tliat the iiisbt betor.' ih ' 
death of tiu> ruler. .111 . elips.. < ( t!i 
moon took placu. an event wiiicli the 
marvelous accuracy of modern mathe- 
matical astronomy places on March 
4th, B. C. 4. as the only one flttlnm; 
the description and visible in Pales- 
tine at or near the time 8upiiose<l. 
therefore the 'date of H«rod's Heath 
re(luc4:<d to terms of our era, is .March 
6th, B. C. 4. 

We certainly have no reason (u as- 
rame that Jesus was bom In the last 
year of Herod's reign, but even If we 



into Bethlehem to pay their Uxes. and 
Willie tney were in that town, Jesus 



than I'JOl, pehaim not more than 

Here are three different results de- 
rived from data to be obtained from 
.Matthew and laike. but l>efnrc we en- 



■ flirt 



mnious writer as St. aPul must 
furnish some clue from which we may 
be able to obtain sume definite linowl- 

edge. A most carnful examination of 

he Pauline episllps however, leads 

■ nuUvd and most d. • • niiliie,! elTorl 
had lieen made to eliminate from 
hose epistles, every possible clue to 
dates, and tiie effort was well nigh 
successful, but the... seems to have 
been cne oversight and one only, 
■ever, one la e; .hikIi and ii is 
ed in 2 Cor. wberoiii Paul 

i;s that lh( Kovenior, under Are- 
the Kliie. h-Id the city (Damas- 
«iih a K"^"rlK..n. 
It! Clue here afft i led is aniall but 
sufficient and is found in the name 
Aretas. This Is the name of a suc- 
cession of rulers of Arabia Petrla, one 
whom wo contemporary to Ti- 
ns of Ri.ni b t this cannot possl- 
Thls is evident tiom certain facif 



. fall < f 



havins 



loned by Paul. 
riii» in evident from certain facts 
which cannot be* ignored. These are: 
1. Damascus 1.'^ the capital of Syria, 
which country w-s conquered by the 
RoniaiiR under Pompeliis. sixty-three 
vears before Christ, and r.niained a 
(toman province almost continuously 
until the fall of the empire, having 
lina tenip<:rarily occupied a few 
limes by the Peidi^.ns. but never by 
the idea that 

any p»tty Prince o Araula Portia 
Tiberius, hav.- 
•ched an army o er a hundred 
:f Uoman terr lory, seized ami 
garrisoned an import mt Roman city 
hen the Roman 
1th t:f its power, 
u.i derlout. 
I.- Iiilely incon- 
ceivable and ini|>osslllle Is the suppo- 
iltlon that such an Important event as 
an Arabian invasion of Rome, had It 
really occurred, or evrin been attempt- 
ed ccuH have escaped mention by all 
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roBLUHn winaT, ti^a a via i nr avtai 



"There Is but one relii 

The many ("hrlatl; 



• faiii.i 



Shout a 
Of Li 

Of Wesley, Bddy, Dowl 
And other orthodox. 



'The 



• iP but 



Cries ii 



1 

I one roliBlJ^" 



L. all i 




•The 

From mine their faith 
And back they shout th< 

"You lie! You He! 
'.There's but one an' I'vt 

And I. and I, and I." 



If you'd e.scape the Devil, ' 

Don't with the others prsy: 
And if you'd so to t.eaven 

Then come alii:i; my wiv: 
From Brlguam YonnK to Plus, 

Ukewise they all reply, 
"I'm the only Truthful dulttian. 

And I, and I. and t." 

There Is but one rellKlon, 

And that Is My Belief: 
If you don't think as I do. 

You'll surely come to grief; 
80, I must have your dolly, 

To land you in the nlg^ 
And so, shout all the Trl|tbful, 

Must I, and T, and I. 



ill idie tallure and folly or 
■i<iu of the editors verdict, li.'nce 
iiocia^ilnation being the ilii'f ot 
lime and success and great changes! 

I having deveioKed since the debate In 
CatiioUc and Protestant natloas. 

luemonstratlng their desires to elml-| 



iOd 



now 



Justifies and demands our immediate 
iacUon la the matter of Freetbought 
|organisatlen as the world looks on us 

as the origlnfll pioneer leaders and 

perpei'iators of liberty and the na- 

■iiial -.'If-.-vident riLTii, ,,f nian? .Shall 

or I rust inn friends or measure them 
in the languaKe of our immortal hero 
that the world are our people and 
their Eood our religion verified by or- 
:;nr.ization7 

\s ail t.ie progressive happiness of 
!i;aii ! as and must result from liberal 
li^ \ "l(.piiients and as the average con- 
iiiions as yet are not worth the liv- 
InK, tliere ran be n' thinj; lust In try- 
ins to Kain. 

Therefore be it resolved that we 
organize and to facilitate mat tors be 
It further resolved, that Col. Dick I 
Maple. ,.d|ior of the National Ripsaw, t 



LINGpUl 

NOT A CriimnAN' 



rong Testimony of the Martyred 
'resident's Unbelief in the Chris- 
tian Faith as Tried by Ortho- 




In Ihe future, and l>nowledt;e ..f them 
impossible to him. True, there Is an 
exception In which Pilate Is menilon- 
eil (1 Tim. 6:13) but fh's seems so 

itlrely out of harmony with the s' "- 

al eharart. !■ ,.f l.is ■.M itiiiL'. that It 



known to abound in the ei 
Paul. 

Of course, in thus placing 
of Paul nearly a century earlier 
is popularly 



jorlty of the pe ,,de nii:;hi n. v, r have 
heard of them, and i, is aemrds per- 
fectly with tl:e sup|M:siilon that our 
era is fifty to one hundn d .\ ai - 
short of the truth. 

Now to recapitulate. 

I. According to Matthew. J' sus 
was born in Herod's time, which is 
indefinite by a third of a cenetury. 

L*. A|;cordinK to Luke's third chap- 
ter heiVas born about R C. 2. 



SERMON PREACHED FROM 

UNITARIAN PULPIT. 

I BY FRANK UAY EDDY.) 
The following Is a published report 
of a sermon delivered by Rev. Frank 
Clay Bddy, In the Pirat Unitartea 
Church at Salt Lake City. While Mr. 
Bddy is broad and liberal in his vlewa 
Freetiiinkers are able to read between 
the lines and see further into the sub- 
jct. The sermon reads: 

Today I have taken as a thsnie 
- The Kellglon ot Uneoln." PeriM«a 
the least profitable way of discussing 
Ibis siibjeot would be by the method 
of measuring his beliefs by the con- 
veniional and orthodox standards of 
('hrLstianity. To do so would result 
St .lae. b. 111., an ! .latiies F. HuL-h-s 1,, denying to Abraham Lincoln the • 
"I •'■■■•1^- ni'Ti*'- "f licit to be called a Chriatian. Yet 

i.exin>;in:i K\ an. lier,.|,y eiiosen to dullest of US recognise that this 

act as temporal ) chairmen and -sec- 1 man possessed a deeply religious soul; 
retary, authorized to call on us for ; hat all his motives were easeatiany 
such contlngenufunds as may be neces- religious. We are eorrect In aaaum- 

sary to defray contingent expenses ofjim; the noble piety of Lincoln, but 

coniinltt.es. assistance, stationery, seldom think on the fact that there Is 
ill in Chrlstendoni to which 



I nearly a century earlier llian j ' baiiiei he was liorn wiille Cyn 
llarly supposed, we do _not Jit-j "■^'^ Ctverm.r of Syria. 1 e, 6 I1 

rlib >.U aiiee^'d t-.*l '•IR^W.' ^■'•t — 

I. nor with his death at the 4. PAuI was preaching ChrlstU 
af Nero, but be It remembered at a tii^e when Aretas of Arabia 
lul himself makes n.. ment ion I Iria had control of Damascui*. h 



penst^ and lo rail >aid national 
Vent Ion for permanent organization 
at the earliest convenient hour at 
such a ceatral point as in their judg 
ment will best subserve the greatest 



JUST A FEW 

BIBL E FACTS 

Interseting Arnjiy of Data an the Adop- 
tion of the Different Versions of 
the Old and t 



Her 



of KInj; 

Aretas in Damascus]! took place be^ 
fore Syria became a Koman province, 
hese events r^laleil by Paul. 



<I|e:i 



Christ. 



■ his 1 



wlliel 



least lyil and perhaps thirty years 
greater. 

But this result is obtained, so far 
as the testament Is used, from data 
furnished by Matthew only, which Is 
not all. ReferrlnK to the third chap- 
ter of St. Luke, we find that Jesus be- 
gan to bo about tliirty years of a^e 
in the fifteenth y. a- of tlie reiuii of 
Tiberius of Umi.e. Tliis is nine!; 
more definite f,.r. ■ iiiee ii ir, l>no«n 
that TlberlUH benan his reign Aususi 
IMh, A. O. 14, it is clear that bis 
fifteenth year began August l»th. A. 
D. 38, and if Jeaus was thirty years 
old at thia time, he was necessarily 



thrust back at least m hundred yi-ars 
before the C<:ristlan ^ra, which era.. 1 
therefore, in correct hy a century or 

Thus the data derived from found 
din-errtii iiaris „r the New -I'es' 1 m, nt , 
lead lis to four different conclusions 
as to Ihe time of the birth of .lesus. 
three of which are more or less In- 
definite and it is therefore "up to us " 
to determine If we can by any pro- 
cess of rea.sonliiu. which Is tho most 



The ititorinntb.n obtained from 
.Maiiio 'A and I. like, certainly shows 
puz/:iiK' .ii-;e 'epancleB. but theae are 
small when 1 . tiipared to that between 
them and St. Paul. 

Which then, is most worthy of cre- 
dence?' Which most probable? Sev- 
eral well known facts incline ns to 
prefer St. I'nnl's acei unt as sonir- 
ulial n;or,. prcl.alde tiiiui jti.\ other, 

1. 'I'll.' e-^pistles of I'aui are know,, 
tu be considerably oiiler than any of 
the four gospels. Evidence ot this 
need not be adduced here, as the teet 
is known and admitted by critic and 
npoloplat alike, and the sl,ortP.st In- 



Agrippa, 
hands of 

that Paul himself mak< 
of Agrippa and his suppo-ed ! a ii is 
traditional, rather than hi.^drieal 
and It will be a somewhat difficult 
task to definitely connect him 'with 
any historical event within^ tile Chris- 
tian era. while his exlsteice at an 
earlier period finds further conflrma- 

riter mak. s any mention 
vhatever of Arabia, while Paul inen- 
lons it wice (Gal. 1-17 and 4-25) and 
be acquainted with the conn 
and its p^ple whlcli would seem 
much more probable at a time wlieu 

than at a later period when Rome 
had seized the latter country. In any 
case, the later writers of the gospels 
are silent regarding Arabia and Ara- 



Chrlettanlty 
Arabia Pe- 

siip- 



Wlth your 

readers of the Blade a few Bible fhcts 

ihal I have plck.-d up here and there, 



posed and this last seems to have I'roiesiaiit Bible is composed, twenty. ' 
more corroborating evidence than 1 three only are supposed to be genuint 
any other, but like them is very In- as to authorship. None of them la> 
definite and we need not, therefore claim to infallablllty, nor does the 
be surprised by Prof. John Flsk's | authors th i. of anywhere claim to 
statement that among persons who.hm,. luid r. ei.inse -o divine insplra- 
iiad thoroughly studied this subject. , ;i,„,. 11,, Did ■j esian ent once con- 
there were no less than one hundred | ,.,,„, .,1 ^j.^if.,.,, i„,oks. or writluKS. that 
aifd thirty-two different opinions as to |t ijix s not now. The New Testament 
the year In which .lesus was born. once eoutained sixty-eight more books 

How then was our pieseut era,, 1,3,1 |, ,1^^.., the ' present time, 
originated? Why do we rtckon t!mej-r. ere aiv three separate and distinct 
from an event, the date of which Isj ve,sions of the O. 3., to-wlt: Hebrew 
so uncertain? j Samaritan and Septugant. None of 

To this It may be answered that thei 



I of unquestioned grea 



, and 



great not only in mastery 1 
discernment of evenU. lnu morallj " 
great as well in his aboundlnB charity 
and kindly patience. Hwe was a 
genuinely reil^;lous man if there ever 
was on.- .since Jesus wandered forth 
from his native village, a prophet un- 
t:onored. It Uneoln stands, by choice 
without the pale of the cboreb, there 
must be something wrong either In 
the man or the Insiltiitlon If tftere 
is a type nf reliKi,,,, which is almost 
entirely disconnected with t.ie creedal 

tests and formal observances of the ...-^rf 
Chrlatiaa ^urohjuL flHBIII^M- ^*'n - <l"^**r>"8Mtti^^ 



is surely worth our wUle to tnqnlre 

Into it. 



In his early manhood, while a clerk 
at New Salem. III.. Lincoln, in com- 
mon with several other young men. 
rea.i Voiney's "Ruins" and Paine'& 
Ai;e of Keasoi,.- These books help- 
••li liim to mental emancipation. 
Thomas Paine has been made a bogle 
man and ia puhllely denounced even 
now by men who never read hia writ- 
inea. ns an infidel or an atheist. In 

iiant style, he has Inspired not a few- 
strong ones with a simple faith which 
was all the stronger for very slmplle- 
ity. Rellgton to many people appaala 



I of col 
t of Jes 



i froii 



The N. 



than 



th. Kth. 



iopir 



onal 



adv( 



supposed time of that 
ease <1>«|> the Roman monk Diouysius i j^g , 
favor Soon after it was introduced | ,) 

„, aii-'ln'to Italy and propogated by Beda ^ 

s |„ r- an Ivni?Ilsh monk who died in T:!". , 
„,s„,,l^ Charles 111 of France was il;e first | , 



•. the Italic, an 
differ as the bfjoks compos- 
Tho Vulgate Is divided into! 
nt versions, no two of which | 
eiy alike, to-wlt: Wlcklllfe. ! 



r, h^n-Sio 



dilbei 



■ of 



Klnu Jam 



the ' 



a kind of hearsay. Indeed, St. Luke "ur l-'"-"' to his rei^n in S.!t and 
franklv and plainly avows this In his I although its use was ordered by the 
preface, wherein he says that he isjblshoim In the council of Calcedon. It 
merely setting forth an orderly sUte- was not legalized until 1000. (See 
ment of things which he moat surely | H*>"»n'» Wctlonary of Dates.) 
believes, but does not pretend to I It Is clear then that when we are 
asked to name the year In w.ilch Je- 
sus was born, our most truthful and 



1 of the Old 



1 is entitled to. Such people are like 
I child trying to solve a problem lb 
wmplex fractions. They refuse to 
ilmpllfy their fractions and oonae- 

piently never arrive at a solution 

.vliieli can be iin.I-rstood A man 
ilse I'aine comes alor 



know as they were "delivered unto' 



him. 

Bven the martyr St. Stephen offers 
no testimony whatever as to the 

crucifixion and resurrection nUhi;UKh 



stead, base all oui a seemin.cly distant 
I past, whUe his destroyers apparently 
[did not believe or even understand 

what he meant. This Is explicable 



if his uu 



wh( 



swer will be that of an 
piled to a question 



nunt began 5oC B. C. The Jews have 
never regarded the O. S. as being In- 
fallible except the ten commandments 

The gospels are of more recent ori- 
gin than any of th.- oiher books con- 
tained In the New T. stamen: . TMe (1 
S. was the only liihl.. used by Christ- 
iana until the advent of the Apostle 
Paul. No writings of the N. S. exist. d 
prior to the year 144 A. D. There was 
no recognized Catholic Bible pri( 
l-.If, A. n. Nor was tb 



siipp 



islMot 



NO VERDICT 



and simplifles 
iir religious fractlon.s. brushes aside 
1 sea of absurdities, and gives us a 
erslcn of religion in all its austere 
ilmpllciiy. Whi II such a man speaks 
he many shout tnfldel and betake 
hemseives to the Intellecutal back- 
VKids, but some, like Lincoln, hear 
in I understand, and step forth into 
be sunlight. It llliistrales the text 
hat -fnto them that hath shall be 
)e Klveu." for such messages are 
writ-! strung meat for the strong. 
;j A. This attitude toward matters re- 
s nojligious Lincoln retained throughout 
f ,h. 'his life. Yet it was not the attitude 
it was merely 



ellKl.ms I 



1 In the 
r pres. 



r II. ( 



of 



ha VI 



I yei 



of course, does not agree wllh n suits 
obtained from Matthew, but Luke 
gives us some further Information in 
his second chapter, in which he says 

that AUKUSfiis Caesar Issued a pro 



rlam 



that ail 



thai t 



first made when Cyrenlus was Oover- 
nor of Syria. 

Now Cyrenlus waa Qovemor of 
Syria five years, i. A. D. 6 to A. D. 
11 aad ■omelime within this period 
tt fire mra. Jonepb gad Mary went 



1 bipsed after Paul's leM.is were wiit 
ten. until the gosptMs appeared, so far 
as Uie writer knows. Is the estimate 
of Dr. Nathaniel Larduer, the great 
Rngllsh apologist, which Is twelve 
>oars, but laler invi>stl!;atIons leive 
to. donl.l that the ^liffer. le-e i< sever",! 
tlini's ,:;r. aler than this. It is al lea.-^i 
fifty years and ptnbably more. Ccr- 
U|n it is that Paul makes no men- 
of Augnatus, Tiberius Herod. 
Cyrenlus or any otlier historical char- 
acter of the time, from which it may 
be argued tiMt be was wrttisf at a 



hundred years shall have elaps.'di 
since the great San Francisco earth- 
quake, it may be possible to lind aj 
few Illiterate residents of that city 
who would doubt the reality of the 
ur.'at disast.r. but it certainly is not 
|,ossild«' that any sane, adult person, 
living in San Francisco in the \car 
1906 could have been l«norant of tiiat 
great event. 

In the case of St. Steph. n however, 
those who rejected his faith were not 
merelf a few, but quite a Urge mar 



lirophecy foretelling the co 

DcuncDEn °' „ , „„.,„a, 

nLnUtnLU before them, how cany any ii,tellli;en! a pr 01 . i .iiiul; a»a\ meniai 

person believe In the silly nonsen.se e,d,wel,s. S nie p. ..iiU', as a result of 

Other Than Editorial Approvsl of ' that supports the Christian faith? lw |»he Influenc.. of religious liberals. 
FreethouQht Oraanlxstion and All i norance. dishonesty and cowardlse is throw over their inherited convictions 

Arguments Seems To Be At at the back of the whole d n Shoot- and have not atrength enough In 

An End. ' ing ma.tch. 1 themselves to realize anything elae of 

I Mr HuKhes \ou mav put mv name a iHislilve character In the way 0« 
(BY t!KO. I.KKSON.l ' ""^ ' 

ional Kret.'thciighi 



The theme . 
irganizatton seems to be termlnaie.l 
10 far as arguments iiro and con In 
he Blade Is concerned. With no ver- 
dict rendered other taan e.liiorlal ap- 
proval of organization whic'.i must re- 
sult from his deduction of the argu- 
"ments published In his paper for and 
aglkinat. Hrnee if there was no other 
perso* or persona oboaen to report 



what constituted the 



Mr. Hushes .\ou may put my name a ^ 

proposed .MjM.re lUnik. if times w iv ^ 
not quite so tight 1 would send >ou trii 

a |»>stal onler for a copy of Dr. Wil- 1 religion of this great and simple nar 
son's Rome Book. I am a great ad- ture. It waa the faith which flowed 

mlrer of the Doctor. I have before 'from ea great motive. That motive is 

nie r.ow a iiiio:.. of his (I cUpp.'d from oxpresP,.d In t!i.> thoiicht of Jesua 
Iliuher S< i. lie. i :ii :i iiiee uilt frame, when he tell,, u- iliat he w.nild save 
H is o K.. and you can his life must lose it. or when he bids 
i always being a paid-up 1 disciples understand that he who 



THI SkUK QRAtt BLADI. 

ramUA UM. Md MltM bjr Ohu-lM ChiUon Mbom «p to 
his dMlk. Fabraanr 7 1906. 
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8UB8CRIPTIOH RATB8. 

Bj man, postpaid, $t.M pt : yetr. ta adTUce. 
Triid mbKrir lon IB cent 
All ftnrelga •iii-'criptton, postpaid. |».00 per yamt. 
Fire nw •ul.s.rthere Ben with one remltunce at $1.00 
per year nach. 



ADVERTISING RATES 



ALL ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character ac 
cppted will bo piil.lisho.l at the rate ot $1.00 per 



and all advert isoni 



w ili lu' quoted 

avr I ho right to reject any 



GENERAL BUSINESS Ul l-l'S. j 

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blarie will lie iliPC.m! lmicH ] 
at the expiration ot the term for which tho sul) 
srriptinii has hoen paid mi In advance. The 
ad.lr.ss slip on the papor will show subscribers 
the date of oxpiratlon of subscription. Back 
numbers, or nnmbers omiiied will he sent. If 
aaked for, upon renewal in case ol discontinuance. 

rders. draft s, checks, eetc, payable 



MAKE ALL money 

to JAMES B. 111*. 111-.^. 
will facilitate colUnion. 

SHOi i It \NV sritscitii'.i'K cliaimc his Of her address 
advise this onice. uivinj; h.ith old and new, and 
the niade will b.' sent to the new address, as 



THE OKFICK of public, ilion of 'he Uladr is at 12fi-i:s 
North Limestone Street. Lexington, Kentucky, to 
which all Freethinkers will be given a hearty 

11 II" lii.VHK Is entered at the PostolBce, at Lexington. 

Keiitucl<v as second class mailing matter. 
ADDRKSS ALL COMMUIICATIONS TO THE BLUE 

GRASS BLADE. P. O. Box 89t. Lexington. Ky. 



that slionl.l 
rions reflect 



Think of the misery tlie Alinijrlity iniiHt endure 
to kaovf that he is being lied about every da^ by 
thoae who claim to be his ordained repreaentatliiies. 

It i» passing strange that Ood is not temptctl to 
take a pot-shot nt rh oeensionnl jireaeher who pcr- 
aiats in defmninfr hiin with his loolish dogmatism. 
If pod wiis only a niMH ho wonhi not stand it for 

.•I single litiy without resistiiiir it. 



hccoiiio little more thini rival eoniiiieivi;il ajion.eies. 
business establishments, each peddling its own pe- 
culiar brand of saving grace and warranting it the 
only penuine, denouncing all others as imitations, 
(Minntei-feit.s. and dealing damnation upon sll who 
•lare to dissent from them. What beautifnl c«e»- 
tiiil hiiimoiiy they iire destined to produce in the 
lieaveiily iieirarehy. 

Mjiii. in ieiiorjiiic... |„mts .'iImmiI liiiii and liy the 
iiiieeitiiin lii^lil ivl' liis siiiiill intelli.irenee, iviids a 
word here an<l a line tliere in ihe preat Hook of 
X.itiiiv. anil piitliii- loei'llier the few scattered 
tVa-riiients lie is eiiptihle of serapiiip up, makes for 
himself a religious faith which he defends with a 
fanatical fervor. Dare to call it in question and 
you are branded as a heretic, deny it altofrethcr 
iin.l yon are denoiineod nn .mkmii.x of flic hm 

raee. There -s llltle .jllstire in religion. 



leke.l. 



I th.' 



at .some reasonaMy .-ii'iiiMNiiiMt,, ,,f vl,,.|t it 

would eost to ••oriier tlo' -oul m.-n let in (he Tniled 
States. The average prieo pi'r soul would lie about 
i|<300. Assuming ttiat the church has already bought 
30,000,000, there are yet 50,000,000 on the bear 
side. Taking the average cash value of eaoh at 
l)«l(H) it woidd re<niire a sum e.inivalent to fifteen 
billions of ilollars to Imy uj) the lol. Now we ean 
nndersl.ind why I lie eliiiii-h m ods so iniirh inoiii'v 
why the c.nlril.iition l.ox is han<l.-d around wil'h 



rk.-ihl. 



Ilii.'i 



ol I 



whv 



il on-lit to iv\eal sonielliiiiLr nioie desiral.le than 
eolhir buttons and lieer eheeks. At the same lime 
we can understand what a mighty undertakinir the 
chureh has on its hands. Well may it be said : 

"Money, oh money, thy praises I sing. 
Thou art my Savior, my God, and my Kin^': 
Tis for thee that I preach, and for thee that 1 

And take up a collection twiee each Sabbath d.-iy." 
• • • • 

RELIGIOUS LI9ERT7 IN SPAIN. 

Willi the eoi inned sueeessful operation of the 
Separation law in France, the cisalpine storm 
apainst ecclesiasticism now threatens to invade 
Ittily and only the downfall of the de Armijo min 
istry in Spain has put a temjxirary ebeek upon the 
proMressive nnireh of l.il.eralism in llial nionU-in- 



.\iiioiiL' tile reasons assifriied for such an inno- 
vation. .Mr. riielps stales that the Bible "possesses 
rveiy \.iriel_\ of IjiL'Msh coniposition suitable for 
ich liiiiu piiipos(-s," nnd in the very next breath 
lie coiiiplains that "the ignorance of college stu- 
dents of Biblical literature is universal, profpimd 
and eomplete." It is In the latter expression' fhat 
he ffives the whole snap away. Prof. Phelps de- 
plores the general ipiiorance of Bible literature 
mill ;is a means of enfoi-eiiiir Bihle reading and 
-iM.lv lie would eomp.'l all <M.||eire students to he 
-M II vi iseil in this class of reliirions literature to 
Ih. ir loss in-olher direcliM,,s, 

We pn snmc Unit the prof, ssm- would insist upon 
. \ei y sliidcnt beinp ihoiouphly familiar with the 
sioi'v of Judah and Tamar, of the trick played 
upon Lot by his dau|^ters, of Noah's eseape tqxhi 
, nine out of the nrk and why Ham was convert- 
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Truth alone is mighty. 

• • • • 

If souls could be served like cliims; 

• • • • 

The religious turnpike is getting unsafe. 

• • • • • 

^ an values most what is the hardest to get. 

• • • • 

The man who works does not get rich quick. 

• • • • 

I'raxer is' 8 poor substitute for needful labor. 

• • • • • 

Opportunity does not bother those who prefer to 
sleep. 

• • • • 

Unless a man has money he eannot afford to be 
eccentric. 

• • • • • 

Religions liberty is the most.valned pilUr of this 
repablie. 

• • • • 

Pleasure before duty means that duty will get 
the worst of it. 

• • • • 

Only a destitute age eouris bein^' rich as the 
greatest of virtues. 



Whv is it thai with the iio>s1 I'.itile land niion 
llie -lohe .onr ri'soiiiees not lialf developed, no 
.le.ii-ih of williiiL' c.ipil;il. onr working people, the 
most intclliyient and eiierfietic upon which the sun 
ever shone, taken man for man the world has never 
contained their equal, their productive capability 
being considered a marvel even in this age of in- 
dtistrial miracles, and yet. American labor is nt 
very death-'rrii> wiili destiny, sinkint; deeper every 
year into the Shm-h of Despond, that fri^'htful of 
all (lehennns, the liell of Want .' 

CONCERNING THE SOUL MARKET. 

For an intangible, incompreliensihlc, ine.\plic- 
cable, indefinable nou-entity, souls are rapidly be- 
coming an expensive luxury and the most assidious 

of the Christian organizations are compelled to 

r money to ol.t;iin even a few 



r the 



To look for troiilil. 
be disappointed. 



s not imply that you will 



• • 

What a I t of wise men there would be in the 
world if every man knew half as much as he thinks 
he knows. 

• • • • 

That mirror has not yet been made that will en- 
able men and wouun tu see themselves as others 
see them. 

Earthquakes in Kingston and the Philippines, 
volcanoes active in Hawaii, the Thaw trial on, an 
extra session of Congress threatened,— ' Good Lord 
deliver us." 

Social vice and great weaUh*go hand in hand 
Simple living and severe toil make it possible to 
mold the mind with moral precepts. This is why 
the poor are more moral |ban the rich. 

Kveiy 'jeiiius is a*M w. inspfration. Every tnith 
hoilhd foi-th to the worlii is a new revelation. But 
orthodoxy has laid claim to both as proofs of e 
God that does not and cannot exist. 

Sixty eenttiries of Christian mythology have pass- 
ed away and man is no nearer the eternal city now 
than he was at the ' ' hc<rinn in'.'. " Is it not time 
that iiiJin's f<illy found some new foible and let 

the ii,,ds have a niileh needed rest ? 

Would that some defend, r of tlie Blade could be 
found who wcmld consent to be swallowed by a 
whole for a few days in order to give the world 
a more realistic account of that remarkable journey 
said to have been once undertaken by Jonah. 
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The thiv.. oivat l.alin N.ilioi,.. Ki-,ii,ee. Spain and 
Italy. Iuiv<' dune more than all other nations coni- 
liined to foster ecclesiasticism and have extended 
both financial aid and encouragement. Froni these 
storm centers of religious tyranny the jioisonous 
power rtf the church has exteiideil into ad.jac-i 
ritories, (irst in one form jind then in aiinih, 
Ihe whole of Knrope w;is iiioh r its hll-hl 



111.' 



By stcallh 



l.'itied. 



ehnndi has lici 
without jiric 



shell out big 

for the glory of Christ and hi 

One of the princip.d. evei 
iii.-nts of the orlho.lox Chrisl 
'h.it salvati.m is wilhont money aii.l 
In tlies,. days of .M.imnom worship it is the cash 
value and not the soul itself, that counts. Every 
missionary enterprise connected with Christianity 
is a begging institution. The cry is continually 
being heard for money, and then more nioneyi If 
the Christian ridiirioii is essentially and iiitrfnsi 
rally a f;ood thin- ft should he pnsiied 
worth, but it tiikes ciish to make the vehicle iijnve. 

A few days iiuo in oi f our daily nev 

the followin;.' news item aiipeared which 
loiiiid iiiterestiiiL; to many. The Blade le] 
it with its headlines that our readers may sej 
force of the argument it contains. It reads : 

EXPENSIVE REUGIOUS WORK. 

Costs Least to save a Soul in Louisville— $625 to 
Save One in Boston. 



ikI I 



nies. Now its very stronj;holds are threatened. 
France has emerged from the iron embrace and 
the spirit of feedom, marching o'er the Alpine 
chain, has found a firm foothold in the other two 
lititin e(Miiitries. 

According to the latest iiiformalion vouchsafe,! 
on this sid." of the Atlantic, the Lil.eral orv'tins of 
Spain are niakinu' veh.MiienI and hitt.T protests 
au;iiiisl Ihe political jiowcr of tile I'lmivh while the 
,1, •fend. 'IS ,if lb,- .M-el.-sia.stieal p.ili.-i. s ar.' .l.^noiim-- 
inyr them for attempting to " sow the seeds of re 
'i<riouB war in Spain." The latter even complain 
that the young king, Alfonso, is "tainted with Eu- 
roi>eanism" whatever that nuiy mean, and base 
their ar<.;unient upon Ihe f.n-t that during the year 
l!)(l."i he proclaim. .! Ih.' ri,-ht of m.irria^'e by eivii 
contract iis heiiif; sep,irale an. I apart from sa.jer- 
dolalism. True it was. iiwl.'.-d. that in spit.- of th,' 
pr.)t.-sls of Pope Bills. Ihe late Kiiiy .if Spain iine 



.l.'cided tendency to increase the student s knowl- 
edge of the beauties of English prose and inculcate 
a profound respect for the Bible heroes. 

It is time that even Prof. Phelps had learned that 
the Bihle. like the Decameron, is B work to be talk- 
,'.| alioiit but sh.tiild be read as little as possible. 
The s,ioni'r if is rem.iv.'d from English literature 
:dl..e.'lh, r the li.-ll.'r it woiihl !).• for public and 
private inor.ilily. That the iin,leri;radiial.>s are 
not familiar with Bil.li.-;il 1 it.'rat niv is to th.-ir eter- 
nal credit and a testimonial to the moral virtue of 
I heir primary instructors. 

Anticipating criticism of the new scheme he 
would introduce into the Yale curriculum, Pof. 
i 'helps suifjrests that "the substitution of selected 
p.M'tions of the Bible would be an enormous eonve- 
examinin'r boards and would instantly 
iijority of coinpbiinls. " 



Sn,-1, ,■ 
y Ihis 



hi n.,1 

f P 



nil th,. 



.dV. 



His 



;nown of th,' Bible 
eli,-,ia, l. rs iir.' snl).j. .-ls upon whi.li most of the 
St II, I, Mils an- i-noraiil. would ii.it he impr.iv.'d by 
liiiviny- only •'selected portions" of the Bible 
studied for examinations. Such a course would 
mean only a partial and one-sided knowledge of 
the Bible whereas if a student must know any 
of il h.' must kii.iw it all h.'fore he is competent 
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By private 
that "idl thai 
tor." 'J'h.n 

iryirg to cr,-at.- n,w sm-ial . -,,11, lit ions and (Jalileo i;,, 
•' fved jail for inl.'rt'.'riiiLi with Ih,. stupid is^noi-- h,- 
. e ol Catholic « 
^ o al .'.inclusion. 



^Sp.'.'ial I.I The Hv.nin..' (iaz.'ttei ill,' 
X.'W York. F.'h. Pi.- Pars.. 11 l'//.all, of th.' Peo- 
ples' Tcni|)l.' in Denv. r, who is holdiuf.' a meeting 
here declared last ni^ht that it costs $625 on an 
average to save a soul in Indianapolis $450 in Bos- 
ton, .l!525 in New York, $78 in New Orleans and 
$50 in Louisville. 

•Just why a soul should post $625 in the capital of 
the lloosier State when in Louisville, which is only 
on the other side of llw <»hi... Itiv.'r, Ih.'y can h.' 
purchased at $5(1 each, app.ars iiii'apahl.' of ex- 
planation. niil.'ss .s.mls ar.' a driiv on the ni.i-ket 
in th.- Falls City ami nn-lity .s,-,iiv,- in Indi.ina. 
Would it h.' too mii.di t,, Ml-::, St that If ,s.,iil.^ arc 
wanted to any .scri.uis extent in iiiilianapolis where 
they cost so much, that a large quantity be pur- 
chased in Louisville where they are cheaper, and 
shipped over by freijfbt, of by express? In any 
.•vent thcr.' would be L'l'.'al savin;; in cash. Can it 
in- that iM-eans,- lli.' I.ouisvill,' souls :ire native to 
K.'ntn.'ky Ih.y are all. •.ted hy Bmirhon. while in 
fn.liaiiapolis Ih.y hav,- l„-, ii hail.-r.'.l in blocks of 
live.' Why SI1..11I.I an In. liana s.nil .-..si s.i much 
aii.l a K.'i.tu. ky ,sonl s,, litll.'.' Js the Indiana va- 
riety of u more siiiurior quality.' Kentucky 
"spirits" are noted the world over and the Blade 
ean see no reason why Kentucky souls should be 
rated at such ridiculously low prices compared with 
similar commodities in a neighboring State. 

Then why should a soul cost more in New York 
than in Boston? Arc we not led to believe that 
h.' Boston. 'sc ar.' mor,' a. sth.'tii- llniii the inhahi- 



.)f pulilic worship for all, while the other side de- 
manded that none but Catholica should make pub- 
lic demonstration of their woBship. This was the 

first great step in the religious freedom of the 
Spanish peoph- and they have made u'reat stri.h- 
fuitber alonn tin' path ,if int.'ll.'.'l iia 1 fiv.'.l.mi sin,',, 
that day and e^eiicratioii. 

Xatiirally. .\m.'ri,-aii l'"r.','t hiiik.'i's ,'.,iihl I'xpivss 



that 



th,' 



a y.ivernnieiit of, for and liy the people as a;:ainst 
the church power. During its regime it was beset 
on every siil.'. Its fo.s combined against it and 
The Pais, a newspap. r published at Madrid, eon- 
sequent upon its downfall, complained that with 
its demise Sjmin woidd h.' snlij.'.ted to "the in- 
vasion of monaslie .o-.lcrs whi.-li pour in fr.nii 
I'very quarter of th.' ;;l.ih.' upon the -^oil of S|iaiii. 
1.. ;id.l t.. th,' misery in whi,'h lli,^ p . lasM's 



ii.l .|,.^ 



1.1. 'I 



Who among lis in America today can 1 v.el .1 ,ia'e 
nicnt like that .coming from the v.'i> s 1 ,1 ilu 
i;.>vemment of Soain and would insi i th n 1 I 
^ious freedom is not essential to human h.ippii , 
When the government of de Armijo had bi^en "Th. 
only immovable, irreformable, incommigildy c.n 
nipt goveniment which exists in all the world i' 
till' Spanish monarchy'." 

With it all .,11,' .'an'r.';. iil\ s,',. lli,' livi„l of puh 
lie Hlfairs in th.' laiol "I th.- I),.ns. Tle iv is ; 



iiieiit nov 
stablish 1, 
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jilai 



the French ri'iiublic with restrictions to he placeil 
on the i)ower of the church to acquire und liohl 
property, and to confer upon the Cortes th.- rijj:lit 
to give its sanction of to exercise its veto upon lb.' 
foundation of religious societies as w.ll as tic 
power to revise and reiuod.'l llios,- alr,',i,ly , xist 
nitr. This aceom|>lished woiihl no'an ih,' iriiimpli 
.d' .'ivil ailth.irity ov.-r .'e.-l.siasl i.-lsm ami th.' p,-o- 
ph' u.oiM 1,,','oni,' th.' I'i'.-.l lul. rs ..f Spain. .Mav it 



iiark.l 



vain.' 



|- th.- 



.Ills.' 



Kv. 



As the world still p.'rsists in jii,l;.'ing tl harae- 

!' I- of il man ac'or.lin^r to 111.' .'.mipany h.' kc.'ps. 
..iir fiitiir.' r.'si.l.'ii.',' is not .iilti.'iilt of ch..ii'.'. Four 
criminals liave hcen j. i'k. il l.i .l. siis in one dtiy in 
Kentucky. Two for miir.l. r. two for criminal as- 
sault Now the (|iiesti.iii is what disposition has 
been made of the souls of the vietimst 
• • • • 

Orthodox religion always flourishes most where 
ignoranc^ prevails, while Atheism is rapidly be 
coming {aon recognized as the correlative of edu- 
cation. The very fact that Atheian eannot be 
found along the ignorant is an argnaMot In itaalf 



X.'W.drle.ms. with its Kremh at inospli.'r,' ami ah 
siiithe, is ((noted at a hi^di.'r rate than l.oiiisvdh'. 

an. I Ihe latt.-r has v. r\ ri^'hi iin.ler 11,,' miii to 

rc}.'ister a big sized kick. As a rule tliiit which is 
most difficult to obtain man values most, and if 
this same rule is applicable to the soul market then 
there is somethitig radically wrong wtih the law 
.d' supply 'and demand. Tlie latter law is held 
to regulate all iirii. s. With a slroii^' .leniaiul and 
a limited supply pri.'es l'.. up. R.'v.-rse the cou- 
-litions an. I jiri.'. s fall 1.. a l..w, r s, al.'. Apply this 
ml.' t.i Ih,' siil,,i,'.'l nn.h r .li.seiis-i.,ii ami it wmibl 
i.pii.ar that l.onisvill.' is .'h...'k full .d' s.iuls, while 
eould hardly find one with u telescope in In- 
This may acoouot for the faet that 
Louisville ia acrumpulonsly religions and it wonld 
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NO BIBLE AT YALE. 

Th.' l..olkill,'r mii^l I,,' ,|,'a,| .,r h.' must siireU 

hav.' overl....k.'.l ...1 • Val.'-s pr.dVss.o's. or els. 

he IS not .III t.> his J..!.. 

Professor Williiiiii Lyon I'hclps, of wlii.di p.irli.' 
ular chair at Yale the papers do not stat.'. Ii;,> 
uiven vent to a protest against any student Im Ih'.' 
allowed to enter that institution of learniii'.-. nn 
1. .ss he show by examination that li.' is well v. •.•>.■.! 
ill Ih.' Bil.h'. Ill olh.'r w.>rds Ihis y.>iiii- man who 
nish.'d into print in .sear.-h id' noloriely would 
abolish all the prevailing text books for prepara- 
tory examinations in English prose and woald sob- 
Btitute the Bible for them. 



woiihl h,. very careful to s 
ivhii'h pl.'iised them and w.tc siiite.l t.) their reli- 
•.:ioiis tastes and desires. 'I hiis, the etl'ort would re- 
sult in a sectarian education for the purpose, or 
ctVect. of boosting one side of the Christian game 
it the expense of another. 

The tr.'iicral tendency of modern education is t.) 
make il as s.'eiilar .'is il is possilil.! for it !,> h.'. and 
Ihis can only he done by ^'citing as far away fi'on; 
ill.' Kihle as it is possible to get. There is nothing 
itiiifT in the Bible literatu re. It is immoral to 
-ree. It is demoralizing Tn iis mnuenisito upwu. 
youthful mind. It places a false construction 
upon human life. It be._dns with a lie, passes 
throujfh frau.l and ends with a hideous nightmare. 



If < 



■rmitt,'. 
i.-lps, 



jii.l^re from the preten- 
P>ild.' has he.'ii given a 
.nl.l.'ral Vah' aii.l if Val.' is wis,' it will con- 
uii.' to -iv.' it .1 marhh' li. arl. If th,' Bil.h' hits not 
.11 ,'ii'corded a place in the Yale syllalms, Yale 
s , lit it led to the respectful consideration of a 
• I ly-loviug, morality-desiring peopleT Yale 
^ .iil.i he far better off without both Bible and 
Mi.'lps than be conip.'ll.'.l to .-arry both. If Phelps 
iisists on .stickiiii:'. th.' fo.ilkiller should be given 

II invitation. 

THE PAINE MEMORIAL. 

S,, many ,.f ,Mir r.'a.l.'rs li.ive wrilt. n .'oiojratnla- 
>>iy I. 'Iters upon the I'aine .Memorial issue that we 
ei 1 well repaid for the effort. 

'i haddeiis B. Wakeman, the foremost of the con- 

l i 111. lis to that issue writes and suggests that the 

■-.Ih' was to.i ._'ood to be i)criiiitted to die out as an 

II I III. 's.-, 1,1 .in am" and actin;: upon that we 
lav,' .'.iiis.'d Iw.i th.nisainl extra copies to he print- 
,1 whi.'h ,ir.' now f.ir s,d.' at liv ills .'jo'li. six 



I- t\v 
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h.llar. If the full thonsaii.l cnild h.' 

jndi.'ioiisly tli.y would do mueli to refute the 
ii'iiii.'i'oiis fals.'ii.Mids that have been circulated 
.n, ,'i iiin!: (h.- lif.' .'ind character of Paine. 
I'll.' 11. xl f I w .lays will .see the matter contained 

11 that issue put ill pamiihl.'t form. This will admit 
'.f a feller iir.-scrv.it ion of th.' artii-lcs and they 
a;'.' c. i'laiiily lo.i .^(i.).! i.> h,- s,ion lor'_'.>iten or put 
asi.l,'. Th, •',',, si ,,f III.' painphli'l will he ten cents 

or Iw.'lv.' |-,.r lellar an, I ,.r,|,'rs '.vill 1... re.-.'iv- 

,.,| at r,ii' any iininlM i-. W,' shall print two 

thoii.sand i-opies h.'cf.ir.' distributing the type, but 
wi' would like to make the number ten thousand 
instead of two provided we could dispose of them. 

We woubl be pleased to book orders now for 
the extra copies of the Paine number »s well as 
for the pamphlet. 

• • • • 

What h.ipe can the bunnin race enjoy, feel or 
■xp. ri. ii.',' from th.' ni;.'htmarc visions and .stcrtcr- 
"11^ ili'eams of III.' itiii.'r.'iil evaiinelist .' At hest 
tli. y .','111 liiit i'iiniiii:i'.r.' aiiioio^' iiiiiiiimili.'d cats and 
Kis li.'.ii fillips of l-.iai'l, an, I llii'V call thirt "seriji- 
'nral .'vid.'ii.'.'. " .Must th,' mother -ive evidence 
if II. r ri'lationsliip to her infant child, and did god 
I' iii.dly exist eould he not furnish evidence enough 
\ itli.>iii delegating that duty to a paek of hongiy 

'v,,ies who forever stand with an open, itching 
j ,dio. ami insisliii}; that it is bcflcr to jrive than to 



lie is a wise mliu who makes it his duty to find 
the best in another's eharaeter and will praise him 
for the good he has dona. 




Soma Oood SuagMtions. 
Independence, Kjr.— PiBd enclosed 
my check for |LM tor another year'* 

Bubscriptlon to the Blue Grass Ulade. 

1 havf always consldiTid 



uiiic: 



be $1.1 



Iniighl. Alj (iijiiiioii is tlial 
yuu are now 5U cents too hish for a 
good circulation. The larger the clr- 
culi^tion the greater the good. 

Your readers have bein greatly 
pleased with your fdltoriiils. 

poured uut nveiy iSumlay Iruiii I lie piil 
pits Is sonietliing apalliug. Il is no 
wonder that tiie niajorlty of miDils 
have the sna1<ea of superstition crall- 
ing freely and unhampered through 
them. I cleared them from my brain 
at an early age and I toolt special 
pains to see that my children ivere 
kept clear from same. Childhood 
t(>nohln»;.s nnd impresaions are the 
hiirdiKt to »;<'t rid of and it is a fact 
that suiiio I't our strongest infldels are 
at times jjut to their utmost to down 
Impraastons embibed In their child- 
hood. Brery infldel parent should see 
that every such thought put before the 
minds of his children should not po 



1 will enclose you addressul tuvelupe 
to return it In, If you find it. 1 ouI> 
iicelved one copy <jf llio Isaue con- 
taiiiinB Dr. J. H. Wilson s Itclure. Sup- 
posu lliat was all yuii had to spare. 
Am thinking su.ut' aLiuut having a lit- 
tle pamphlet printed, cuntaining my 
litUe bout with the Tribune editor, 
and dedicatlag It to my little boy— 
O'Donaid U. Daly. I think every par- 
lilt should wrlto ihi ii upliiioiis on 

they have di.scnu led i h< ii iiili. I 
lliink It would he u much more dilll- 
cult task for the clergy and. their 
flocks to brow beat our ehiidren into 
submission. Also, do you tblok it 
wi.uld be policy for nio to include Dr. 



muin'e I lie new year by publishing 
only agKresslve and progressive news 
along the whole line of liberal 
thought. The greatest trouble in sus- 
taining u liberal journal or organlza- 



there 



The ( 



kuged. 
1 pra( 



leachinK the little oues that Santa 
Claus win bring them presents on 
Ohrlstmns Gve and then upon their 
awaking Christmas morning to And 
that he had actually been there ami 
stuffed V'.i Ir little stockings full of 
good ihinKs and presents although 
every door has b.en locked. Is one 
of Ih.'lr .■ai ly lessons in superst it ion 

after he hits learned better. In iliN 
the childish mind Is taught to believe 
and picture in hia childish imagination 
.'a phanfna being, oomlng from some- 
where in the north once a year, steal- 
ing noiselessly Into every heme. In 
fiirt nothin- cinTiii- obsi nfli.^i My 

weri' nf nn aue sitm<-iriii to understand 
that there Is no Santa Claus, that 
Hu ll- iiii.tlur and father institute the 
only Santa Clans. However they re- 
ceived presents just the same and en- 
joyed the (l.Tv as one of giving, good 



i lec 



the little pamphlet, provided these 
wouU have no kick a coming from the 
Or. himself, or the originator dt the 
Ingersoll letter. If you think we can 
get the Doctor's consent and the con- 
sent of the writer of the Ingersoll li t 
ter, 1 win take the matter up with you, 
as to the probable cosi of say. from 
one to five iiundreil. Woiibi ex|M cl 



Rellglwi Haa Changed. 

Rast Oreenwich. R. I.— I see when 

1!HI7 beiiins that I rc nmi 'nce a new 
>ear for the Ulaile. 1 In ii, s. n,| $1 

when thai is out then send again. I 
can see that religious views are chang- 
ing from what they were years ago. 
Then minister* preacheil legends, 
myths, superstitions the old hell can- 



ned I 



a.-^bl. 



inl.stei 



FM-y ditT.-i 



Lot s of I hem won't even plant them- 
8elv<!8 a garden when all the canches 
ready at hand. I don't like to see 
such absurd laslness. I knew a min- 
ister once used to preach that a lord 
that cr)iild and would not sing should 
lie iii.i le to sing. I think plenty of 
iiiinisierR could help themselves 
^ than they do it Is a drain on 
poor communicants people not going 
to hear to Ite doings.— ROBERT C. 
ARNOU>. 



o clmrch. Occaslci 



rank superstition that has been pi 
before the hearers with all slncerltT- 
polsonous stuff fed to the young minds 
who have been taught to have faith 
and belief in triiat the preacher says. 
Therw sf- f'- mar "* "•"* en- 
AHfflME and no man can Ulk back 
and I feel that it is a shame hi a re- 
marks must go out unchallenged. I 
know that you have experienced the 
same, hut you have the nunns anil 
opportunity to answer and T am writ- 
ing to suggest this thouu-ht to you as 
one that will not only be beneficial 
"spiritually." but will he of financial 
importance to the Blade. The Idea 
la this: That every Sunday you at- 
tend and hear the discourse of some 
preacher in i.exIngton— note the su- 

to the sermon iieanl the Sunday be- 
fore. I This move will increase v"" 
demand for the Blade, eiipecwlly In 
Lexington. These personal attacks 
or rather replys will have the effect 
of curtailing the superstition thats 
lieliii; ban. led out In Lexington every 
Siuidfly. Kaeh issue of the Blade will 
be looked forwand to with Increased 
interest and pleasure— W. T. LOOMIS. 



•aw tame When a Boy. 

Emanuel, Ky.— 1 eneL.se you eheek 
fbr 11.00 on the BMae. 1 saw In i> 
recent Isaue of your iiai)er a letter i)iir 
porting to have i>een written by the 
Governor of .ludea to Caesar. Tlial 
same thing went tiie rounds of ail tho 
newspapers when I was a boy fortj 
years ago and I remember rcaiiing it. 
wM, not perhaps, the same wordt*. but 
oovend exactly the same ground -.nd 
this is only one of many proofs to hold 
up tho Christian tbecdouy. Well the 



wisdom reveal a thing to man that 
man would doubt and need to prove 
to himself and to his fellows? But 
at what point I touch of Christian 
fMth I see something childish Insane 
■npwatltkm or idtotic. What is more 
oMldlah than the garden of Eden iind 
snak* story; what more superstitions 
than the story of witch of Gndor or 
more Idiotic and In.sane than tlie Book 
of Revelations. But when I look the 
whole thing over I am tired and want 
to rest.— B5kCMHT JOYNRR. 

Have Lost the Copy. 

Huntlnghurg, Inil— Yes send .Tohn 
Kaiser's Blade to Hiintiiwl.iir!: Tnd. I 
think the postofflre clerk or the posf- 
nmster himself, took on themselves to 
order John Kalser'a Blade to the city 
or D«iT«r. Thejr are very cute at 
tiaiaa, It aeeau. If it ia not too muck 
tNKUU to jm, with ym woold ratnm 



The Work of God. 

Keats. Kansas.— We bjp fold 
acred writ about the Ark of C.oi]. 



the reality made il i f a'ld how lart'c 
it was. The Bible say.s a maid car- 
ried It when they went to war against 
some kingdom of people, also when 
King David was moving the Ark of 
God while (grossing afloor it shook. 
T;zia put forfn his h&nd to steady It 
and God smote him and he died. The 
Ark of Ood was small enough that 
man carrle.l It to battle, and so lar 
ilial Klnu Havlil took n yol;e of oxi 
lo move It. We can't bell<ive both 
stories. One or both are false, and 
not true. Freethinkers want the 
truth, not a lie to believe. Can some 
priest or preacher that explains all 
the Bible stories explain this story 

want proof that is sal isfue: ory. Please 
nic 20 of Dr. Wilson's funeral ad- 
dress over Capt. Henry's grave. Will 
send two dimes to pay postage 
same.— THOWA8 DtJEI.L. 

Got Copy By Accident. 

Apache. Okla.— By accident a copy 
of your paper fell Into niy hands aiK* 
being In line with my thinking for 
the last forty years, and being a na- 
tive of old Kentucky, hence a line of 
encouragement to reprint the forty- 
nuts for the goody goody peo- 
ple to crack, and in the language of 
the Honorable Sam Clark, one honr 
e death will add one more. "Why 
M rte i, ar death It Is a natural 
■ss. aiiu above all things not to 
ared. 1 don't know where I shall 
lit the whole of life is a mys- 
and why should I fear to die— 
II I of It. There may be another 
d. I am satisfied to find ou* 



is aliiiosi il•l|,o^,sibilily to Ket a 
new .sill,,-,, riiier lo ilie Blade under Its 
lue.s. lit maiui.netiient. Not but what 
il ably (di ed and flnely printed, 
ii'u ilii pro^roii.iive man or woman 
of today want something aggressive 
along the whole line of liberal 
thought. Something that will build 
iil> our cause, our Journals, jfome 
ihini; that will interest and instruct 
I'loMi week to week. Give us some 
iIiI il: along the line of our lament< i 
U'. C. Brasson's writings, who dlei 
a martyr to Freelhought by the hand 
of a cowardly assassin. Have ve 
evidence enough that our building Is 
found' <l on n rock. Have we not the 
'■' ^>n valine on our side. Why 
should wi. faii.T by the way side. 
Why .sir. Ill,: n,. „, • confine along ag- 
cre,-iM. ; ,1,1 p,-,,^,., .sive Mnees. We 
can iieii ,' ,lr,,,vii ih.- chorta of Hill 
villi the milk of luniian kindness. 
There will be no trouble about or- 
ganization. When our journals get 
out of the old rut and publish some- 
thltiu from week to weed; that a pro- 

i!i:.\x(rn-. 

Wants Rome Book. 
Wyllc, Texas.— Find enclosed one 
dollar and fifteen cents, ^or which 

you will please forward to my 
below Dr. .T." B. Wilson's A Trip To 

Ffoti.e. I hnvo a sre.-.t desire to p nd 
if. as I see It so hluhly spolion of. I, 
shall hope to be able to tnke He 
Moore memorial book. If you publish 
It. I have no doubt you will find a 
ready sale for It. Address the Wil- 
son Rome book to— MRS. MARY P. 
CAMP. 

Good Paper To Read. 

New Castle, Pa.--l was ere of Ave 
subscribers for iho Tllade nnd the 
year's subscription was up last 
March, also will be one more year 
next March, but I do not know what 
became with the boys. I mean the 
other four. I will send you two dol- 
lars that will make me squsre till 
next yU'ch and then I will send you 
one f^ftv for next yeear. I could 
have payed yiiii long before this, but 
was waiting for the man who got my 
subscription when we got up the 
club. Please send mv paper. Wish- 
ing you success, for It Is a good pa- 
per to read.— MICHAEL KLTNK. 

Who'll Take the Generalship. 

A L.utterman has sent me n rVniiln 
from your paper headed with my 
name. If 1 only had five heads and| 
five pair of hands I could do my 
housework with one set. My temper- 
ance work with another and with the 
other three sets I might be able to 
wrlip for several T>apets and answer 
all letters. But Nat tin will not allow 



iesl found dead .i 
eper. .Murder or i 
irtlculars for the i 



readers mt the Blade. You will ob- 
serve tl4t the priest haa heen room- 
ing wlta Brklget since July and for- 
giving Jjmn and passing out the blood 
and brted and nobodir aoticed any 
differei*3e.-JA8. B. BLUOTT. 

From a Life Member. 

Canal Dover, Ohio.— Enclosed find 
draft for |G.(iO, for which extend the 
Blade one year, also that of R. P. 
HIch(», Canal Dover. Ohio. Mr. 
Hickoo is a good honest freethinker, 
a poor man with poor health. I fur- 



few will own this earth and the 
asses have to be serfs and tenants 
ider the few like It Is In the old 
country. I can't see why Mr. C. C. 
Moorv oould iot see Into Socialism 
when Dr. Wilson (to my notion the 
greatest man In the land) has made 
It so plain. 1 bav. Iiecii, ani yet an 
independent voter sinci. I'eler Coop- 
er came out with his platform; voted 
at-ainst the two (dd [lartles ever since. 



hi n 



few 



H. I 



Also send I 'ani 
Put 



Hri.m i'. ier Coo|), r to Socialism. I 
am not afraid of ;,iving up my farm 
and get nothing in return when I get 
done with my farm 1 want some one 
else to enjoy It. It i, not right for 
one man to own thousands of acres of 



and 1 



Trip 



any of It. I hav( 



i lio, 



o bal.inee to Iho poor fund. Let me <i gi''al book, f wi.sh I could have 
mgrai ilaTe you for the many good I '"''"n with him. He passed right 
changes you have made In the Blade. I through where father (Frank Philip 
I thtatk every change you made was Metz) was born and raised along the 



is for the better of the Blade. The '''ver. 
Ilrst Ave lines on the editorial page Wiisn 
shoaM be mentioned as long as the|l<l>iti< 
Blade is published. These lines iwl'li 
should stand as history of the paper I"** 
and its present management. We '1^' 
also appreciate the change In the,'''- 
editorials, not only In their quality 
and arrangement, but in the large 
type and splendid print. This is ap- 
preclat<d especially by a number 
of old people. I am nearly 77 and 
am not pleading the cause of the 
young now. Put me down for the 
Moore book— S. TOOMBJY. 



Qetting Better All the Time. 

West Leipaic, Ohio. — Plaaae find en- 
closed one dollar and fifty cents 

f$l nO) for BInde. which will pay my 
.-iiliscri;ition lo November. IfloT. 
Would have rnmitieil soipmit but on 
aecunf nf sifl.ness conld not. I am 
the (miy one in this neighborhood 
that believes in material facts In- 
stead of fal'h. 1 have paid for sev- 
eral subscriptions. Paid Isaach Lyt- 
tea last year. Will taka one of 
Moore book when pablished. I send 
Btampa for Dr. Wilson's address at 
Captain Henry's funeral. I think the 
Blade is good and gettteg tietter all 
the time.— J. 8. CARNAHAN. 

Taking War To Afrtea. 

WWU Walla. Whsh.— "Blada" In 

with reply to Dr. Gregory. Great. 
Now ni see If he'll let me read It In 



Please forward letter to Dr. 

Wilson when you get through with It. 
Hblne and Dr. Wilson corroborate 
with fathers stories he used to tell 
us fhiliiien al,.,iii (hat country. Dr. 
Wils,,,, „,.,-: i„. a man with a great 
iliiiihes you are doing 
fine, .iii.t i.. , |, (,n. If J couM get 
thinks off like Dr. Wilson I would not 
mind writing. I am a rreethlnkm po- 
litically as w - 
PRANK MBTZ. 



bis pnlpit 

try and get p<lifn 
llsh. Send nie p 
nnmher for enelr 
away, as 1 want t 
gatlon while Its 



hot. 



himself, will 

copies of that 
stamps right 
for his congre- 
Sent you a 



We Will Mop It Alright. 

Clinton. Iowa.— I wrote a few weeks 
ago asking you to discontinue your 
paper as the one that took It .lied In 
November last, it is paid a year 
ahead, hut I only ask of you to stop 
if at once. I do not wish another pa- 
per sent and now be kind enough to 
slop it or give It to some one who 
would reafl It. Trusting that 1 shall 
not have to write on the matter again 
I am— MRa. JAMBS ORBBNHnx. 

Must Llk Socialism. 
Baokiey Wash. — Knciose.i find 
money order for 7.5 cents fnr sixi 
months subscrlpMoii for the Blade to| 
be sent to H. Kliiik. Buckley. Wash- 1 
Ington. Enclosed find tliree clippings: 
from the Tacoma Times. One on 
ehnrch union. One of your Southern 
CoBoeratic would be President dis- 
cussing religion, and one editorial 
from the Times, France Abolishing 

Friend H. Klink is a great Free- 
thinker. I Iwayg let him have the 
Blade when they have accumulated 
on me and he distrlbutoa them. He 
Is not afraid to go ap against any- 
body. He ia atoo a elass oonselous 
Socialist and always keeps a stock 
of Socialist IHeratnre on hand.— M. 
GRAN. 



WARI 

The Elgin and Waltbam Watch 
Co.'s. hare Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber, of the Hampden 
Watch Co., and smaller competitors. 
By continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them into a Trust. But John C, 
many limes a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Ijibor only— will not 
join them In their nefarious scheme. 
He promptly meets all reductions 
male by the ol lor companies, until 
now watches are actually sold far be- 
low value. Note the las test quotations: 
23 Jeweled "Sp't. Ry." $2C; "New Ry." 
23 jwl's. $i'0; ".John Hancock," 21 
ji'W. Is, $ir,.,-,o, or ••Dueber W. Co.," 21 
jewi Is, only Atiove all In silver- 

ine seri w ra.^e prepaid, in 2(i-yea 
gold-filled case, $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass R'y Inspectors. 

The 17 Jeweled uampden, adjusted, 
IS; 17 jeweled, not adjusted, |7; 16 
Jeweled, |G: 7 Jeweled, ♦4.60. In JO- 
year gold-flllcd oasa |S moro^ all pr» 
paid with guarantoo. SHy iMwl Wba 
this war is over you will pay SO por 
cent more. 

WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

Engagement Ring, Diamond Button 
Locl;et or Pin, don't you wish y^ii 
could correctly judge quality ani 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Imporurs and thus 
save 30 per cent or the dealers' 

This you can do if will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock in Cnlcago, grt ; "vest 
trade prices and best cash dise i its. 
Por my time and wo.k; for tU-lng 
you the benefit of my 40 yaara' ex- 
perience as a diamond marohani, I 
will only charge you 5 per cent No 
jeweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete ivith me. 

Send for price lists f Watches, not 
listed here, Cl„iins. Jewelry, Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware, Optical 
Goods, Ingers Spoons, F. T. Badges 
and My Tract. "Theism In the Cruci- 
ble," free. 

OTTO WKTT8KIN, 
LaOrange, Cook Co., III. 



! but one lief 
d I must chor 



of h i I 



ml 



to wi 
.-. Of c 



and 



larly 
.vant 

to see a Materialist column In every 
publication possible. They have a 
general In command of each division 
of an army. That Is the way to car- 
ry on our war. If I have started a 
•,-ood ihlntr. be wise enouuh to use 



markej paper — Presbyterian sermon 
—preacher a Kentveklaa. Swell 
church. I have Intervlowod him. Dont 
like lifm as T don't think he Is hon- 

-^st. gold Heael-el •was not regarded 
.IS a sijViniar and Dr. Gregorv was not 
I s theo^^(rla^. but a philosopher. Fact. 
In printing his sermon you said he 
was Campbellte. Wrong, no creed or 
dogma to his church — the finest here. 
Received the enclosed prayer. Found 
on door step. My unknown admirer 
thinks I need saving. Chain letter 

prayer. Now Jim for fear I will have j-ou will have to raise the paper 
'■some misfortune" If I do ont send It $2.00 soon or have no proof readi 
out to others. Jesus! that Roman Ycni need one. ELISHA VON BUS- 
Cathollc Bishop Is a corker on ad- kirk. 
rertlslng. and to give as 



Did the Right Thing. 
Galveston, ind. — Find money order 
for 11.50. I should have s«U jm this 
sooner hut was sick. Ton don* the 
right thing when you raised the price 
of the Blue Grass Blade. You want 



Iho ! 



and do 



able 



1 I I- 



We I 



more can we tell where we .ire go| 
Why should we seek to know? I 
satisfied to leave It to the all-w 
spirit that rules these affairs. i>eo 
have called nie an .Auiiostic. I elr 
to be a btdiever. Tho lif • of .le 



has I 



'Pira 



because my mind could not urasp thi 
dogmas that were put before It. I 
have been fenced by them without 
the enclosure. My . Christianity is 

satisfactory to me, and If my end 
should come I go satisfied. This has 
heen a beautiful world, and though I 
have suffered much, 1 iini far more 



not a 



;Ion."— V. A. W.-\I,KI!P. 



About Organiutlon. 
Norwalk. Conn.— As a suggestion I 
woold offer a few remarka as toxO^ 
ganhntimk The onljr trouble is lack 



work. Don't say "Can't. I think 
you and several other editors each 
have enough materialists in your own 
subscription list to do It. Get one of 

them to be M.iterlallsf Secretary for 
your paper. Invite all the Material- 
ists to send lilm not over 100 words 
on each of the innterlallst subjects. 
Your secretary can make out a p < (! 
symposium for your paper from tn'^i- 
answers. Please try It. It will s. 1 
your materialists to thinking and 
writing and their answers will set all 
others In thinking. Will you become 
a member of Materialist .\ssoclatlon. 
~Kl.\7..\ MOWKV r.I.IVEN. 

>: Nearer To His Ideal, 

f runia Corda, Fla.--I am sending 
yon in this letter postofllce money 
j Olde r for 11.50 to renew my sub- 
scription to the Blade, t should feol 
•ivery much at a loss for ■something 
I Ito read l^iMol i^s The TViMe is near- 
"jer III. 10 111. i.:.al .f a lilier.il p:i;eT 
now than It was years ago. Like 
' honey age Improves It. Wishing you 
' a Happy New Year, I am— F. T. 
PKRKINS. 

Tha Priest snd the woman. 

Philadelphia. Pa.— I take pleasure 
In sending you dippings from Phila- 
delphia papers I hope you will give 
th'-m a nioniinent place on the first 
page of the Blade. 

When S. Putroan and May Collins 
were found dead in a Bostol Hotel 
every Protestant and Catholic news- 
paper had a full account in large 
headlines tipon their front patre of 
the ban-fnl feachhiu-s of inndellfv 



possible the "great blessing" I 
thought I would send it to the Blade. 
Now Jim if you dont yttblish. that 

linotype of yours is liable to go 

wrong or "some great calamity" 

striko the Blade outfit. I've clone my 

In your business can.— JOHNSON. 

Net Orthodox, But a Believer. 

Vinton, Iowa.— Means the natural 
life of ever>- evil doer. 

One that does evil has L-rleved his 
own spirit, a.s our body has been 
made the twiiide of the Holy Ghost. 



Best He Ever Read. 

DeBeque, Colo.— Kind friend, 
such you naturally are, as proof of 
my appreciation of your efforts to- 
ward Freethoneht you will find en- 
elo.s.'d $1 "ill To move up my tab, 
which by the way will soon expire, 
at which time I hope to renew. The 
last three Madoa have boon well 
wortk tho sobseriptloa prieo. Dr. 
Bowles' speoeh was tho doanoat and 
beat that I have over rad.— WALTER 
VAN CLBAm 
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UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

ON 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

JOSEPHINE K. HEHRY 
or 

VERSAILLES, KKNTUOKV. 
All orders promptly flllotf. 
Price, 1 copy 2Se. 
• eoplao for BIjM 



Reduced Rates 




on the first 
and third 

TUESDAYS 



ind I 



hope 



Will 



Rive the same due publicity. Kspecl- 
ally the letter which the houaekeepor. 
Cant marry yon today my ohntcih 



tiiat world. Luke 20:35-30. This I 
world is the kingdom of Ood within 
us. Ch. 17:21 as it represenU our in-{ 
ward spiritual church and ail who 

vorship In temples ma<le by hands. 
See ,\cis 17:24-25 are defiling then 
wii temple, church of God. Seen in 
1 Cor. 3:1C-1". These are called the 
broken off branches that do not abide 1 
with Christ. John 16:6 this makes 
every evil doer to kindle our own hell I 
fire. See Psalah 60; note vli. God's 
idaii of salvation makes every babe 
.ihiiii'ver: as they cannot commit sin 
and they are exorted to hold fast 
their profession. Heb. 4:14. As the, 
twig Is inclined so the child works I 
Is put upon their own head. Psalms' 
7:16.— E. G. CH.ASE. i 

Have Made It Splendid. 
Sycamore, Kansas.— Find encloseil 
postolBeo money order for one dollar 
and fifty cents to renew my subscrip- 
tion for the Blue Grass Blade. You' 
have made it a splendid paper. T see 
you hail a kiek, r a.,ainst the open 
letters. i,,.i them kick, rub the kick 
a little and go right ahead. Get after 
otnclals when they don't do right. I 
iiettce some are kicking against So- 
ialism, hut anybody that has a think- 
er of hia or h«r own ooi^C to see that 
rtet wo have to eono to it tho 



We Do Job 

PRINTING 



of each inoiitli 



SouthU 



^caH on or write 

H. C King^CP.AT.A. 
LEXINGTON - - KENTUCKY 



CHICAGO GAVE DWELLERS 

Not for Preachers 




320 Pages, Cloth, CI.OO 

POSTPAID 01 = 

AStoryfftlMUidwMrM 



/>> Piirler //. S.-rcombr, 

FJilor J.'..U<,nv'M 

ed editior 



of 

U I..: vwill be 
p. lilted. E.iehcopv will be 
si-iie.l bv Sereon.be H iiu- 
selt and autouMticaliy num- 
bered from 1 up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbers in lotatiao ennit 
No. 1, which goes to Mn. 
Sercombe. 
.UUress 

TO-MORROW MAGAZINE, 



to C£/fTS THE COPY, ft A YEAR, 



.REVOLT 

URGED BY BEVERIDCE 

Indiana Senator Urgas That Chrlaten 
«ani RIM Againrt th« Clamancaau 



AcordlnR to published n 
ntor Bevoridpp. of \nA'r.\u 
Utterance to a remiirkalilv stranse and 
anti-American doctrine as folli 

"With the purely governmental 
etmtroTeray between any nation and 
Its citizens or subjects we American! 
as a nation must havo nothing to do. 



prrsonal 
opinion. 



opinion, tint lun an dflUial 
But when anv Rnvi-rninent ' 
grouds Its policy in an aliacl 
liglon itself, then it Is lime for all 
men wh<> believe In the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to apeak out In protest 
For such an attack is the begtnninf; «l 
a movement against all relisli 



Its « 



> Savi 



• of 



Itual ami moial empire of luanKlnc 
Becomes a World Qestlon 
."When a powerful public man In 
any land oaca anek lansvM* this: 
'All of us togethei^flrst by our fore- 
fathers, now by ourselves — have been 
attached to the woiU of * * " 



religlor 



We ha\ 



lifman conscience from belief- in a 
future life * * * Do you think the 
work la at an end? No; It is but be- 
ginning'; wuen a consplrltous politi- 
cal leader declarea that 'it is time to 
get rid of the Christian idea. We 
have hunted Jesus Christ out of the 
army, the nary, the achools, the hos- 
pitals, insane and orphan asylums 
and law courts, and now we must 
hunt blm out of the state altogether'; 
when such worda are not the expres- 
sioDs of individual atheism, but the 
formal annonBComent of an aatl-reli- 
gious. political and social movement— 
then all believers in Ooil. in (Miiist 



and 
take 



ialli> 



tor the maintenance of Christianity 
means to the upliftment of the world 
and the aalvaUoa of the race. 

"When the'isaue la thus broadly, 
clearly drawn it cea.ses to a a Cath- 
olic question, an<J Iji ooiiies a (lursii.in 
of t.ie preservai 1(111 c,r i. lif;ion li.-elf 
It affects all Chri.stlan churches eciual- 
ly — the Methodist as much as the 
- -Catholic, the Presbyterlau as inucli as 
the Baptiat, the Bpiscopalian as niueh ' 
as alther. It affecM, in a word, thei 
oacolBS of «k* ooaqaering march ufi 
tiM Idaab of our I.ord. 

Atheiam or Chrlatlanlty? 
"At its root the gu.siidn is 
Shall the clvlii^ced \v(ii],i h,, uii.i 
Christian? L ikui that i.s.^in- 1 t 
hesitate to take my stand. The vision 
of Daniel of the atune cut by hands 
nnaaen from the monntalnilde. rolling 
on till it llUi the earth with its giory. 
t come true, will come true. The 
n> must spn ad. and will, 
antll all maaMnd acknowied^e.s its 
blessed sway. Whoever battles In t.,ai 
cause, whether he be a Protestant or 
Cathiilic, is a soldier of Heaven, fight- 
ing In a sacred cause. 

• I wonder if men who talk so bold 
ly of ntermlnating faith undersian.i 
what would happen if that falih w, :e 
dethroned. How long do you suppt)se 
the repuldir w uld last If all the 
chiirclies \\,-iv turned into factories 
and all the pieaciiers and prlesiB- 
ministers of the same gospel— ceased 
forever their holy vocaiioaT How long 
w<ould aoclety itaeU aBdnre? 
"Morals are the influence that inakn 



mo:, than ranliiv Knowln'.tie that In 
the end the dem to which all earthly 
power win bow. The nation and the 
church, eeyafate and Independent, 
epch snould be supreme In Ha do- 
main." 



GOOD 

POINT FOR RELIGION 



Coul Dealer Makea Good After Cheat- 
ing, but Heaaatjr Rever Wants 
an Ortkodea Bolater. 



OK WBSTBKir COAtT 

I lie following Is taken from tne l..os 
ijiiles Daily Times. We reserve 
nmient for the editorial columns; 
.Many people of the southwest and 
iitheily parts of the city were ex- 
eilinjilv surprised yesterday when a 
> dro\,. lip to ih.-lr homes and de- 



GEMS 



Ml rhildren. a.^ the property of the who w.-ie tr.vinn to pin 
r.iinily with the burdens. Very few j road. At the same tl 
people In the world would hhve a Qod that the reformer la 
if care had not been Uken to give the worka of God aad 

ithem one. Eacht one receives from I vengeance of their God upon the man 

CDHM DCCT AIITUADQ P«rente and his Instructors the who would channe an antiquated and 
1 nUlfl Duo I AU I nullO ood which they themselves have 
ceh-ed from theirV: only accordin^r 



Specially Selected Quotations of Lib- 
eral Thougtit From Soma of the 
Oreateat Literary LigItU in 



COMPILATION OP STRONG 

AND AtLK AHOUMBNT. 



his own temperament, each 
ranges, modifies, and pointa Him 
agreeably to his taate.— From Baper- 
stition in All .^pes by Jean Mealier. 

R. C. Priest. 



All 



lilui 



a/iirene Church, and is the propii 
or of a feed and fuel store at Se\ 
ith and Olive atreets, with branrhK 
Thirty-second and H<K)ver street? 
Id at^Iain and Adams street. 
Mr. Jacques is a conscientious man 
and prides himself upon belnp a pood 
church member. In fact, for many 
B he was known among his large 
circle of friends aa "Christian 
lies." This was because being a 
conscientious man, he took a poep in- 
to all denominations and attended at 
all of the churches and chap' Is In the 
!ity before he identified himself with 
Dr. Bressee's church. ! 
Incidentally. Mr. .lacipies supplh? 
le majority of his brother c'.ureh 
members with fuel. Never has liro. 
.Tones or Bro. Smfth or Bro. Bro\\ n | 
luestioned the weight at coal deliver i 
fd In punny sacks by Bro. Jacques j 
would have felt mean even at 
h.iiiL-b' of welirhln^ such a sacl;.! 
riiiL' tiie reren; roM spell, when 



cn from the chief dciciiments of the 
Xew Testament— the four gosp.1- 
aad the Pauline epistlee. Ae to — tht 

four canonical gospels, we now 

know tiiat they were selected from 
I b..st of eoiitradlclorv and fori;<Ml 
luanusrrlpl- i f the hrsl three c n 
turies. by ihe three hundred ai.i! 
eiirbteen bishi ps who assembled it 
the counrli of Xicoea In 327. The > n 
tire list of Kospels numbered for;} ; 
be canonical list contains four. As 
<> the contending and mutually abu- 
i^e bishops could not agree about 
!:e choice they determined to liavi 



racle. 



The> 



neath the alter, and prayed that the 
ipocryphal hooka of human origin 
tnight remain there and the genuine 

inspired books might be mlraculousl; 

Iilaced on the table of the I/ird. .Am 
■hat says iraditpm. rrally ■ eciirred 
Tbr iliiee s>iinp.|r i:os|m k i .Matih. u 
Mark and l.uki^al written afiei 
them, not by them, at the beginning 
of the second century) and the vers 
liiTercnt fourth giapel, leaped on tht 
he table, and were thenceforth recog 
■li/.ed as file inspired foundations of 
•hrisiian doct rine.-From Haeckeli 



itiib 



Inh. 



fuel 



ind prlcr 



of ( 



oials. Will 



kiting. Brother Jacques stuck tn 
his old price or only to put It up Just 
iny bit, to his old cuatomers; 

Weighe en Ceneclenec. 
What a conacieatlous man Brother 
it|ueH U," remarked his pleased cus- 

n i-harge of the Adamt and Main- 
it i. its branch Is Brother Shea. Re- 
•ently at a prayer meeting in the 

klate< street chapi 1 a number of vls- 
, tills .;oi ri-lii.'ioii. Tbe\ arose before 
ill- i-oi Kiefiatii n and confessed their 
ins to a elioriis of 'aniens ' and "iial- 

Hijiibs ■■ 

AniunL- those who eonfess.-d was a 
i lirl; in tl:e Ijraneh office of Bro. Jae 
iues' feed and fuel store at Adams i 
.vialn streets, 

t iirioiisly his catak>gue of sins did 
not create much impresalon. they wer. 
iippiirently only [loccadilloes. Hut 
pretty soon he began to confess the 
sins of his employer and the "amens' 
eame thick and fast. 

He confessed that Brother Jacques 
;.iivp short weight. There was a gasp. 
He confessed that in every sack of 
iipposed to weigh 100 pounds 
there was. In truth, only 90 pounds. 
Amen." 

After the prayer meeting the dea- 
cons held an Informal meeting to dis- 
iis..- ibe situation. It waa hoped that 
liiotlii r .lacques waa not beoomlng a 
backslider. 

A committee of one waa appointed 
:a break the news to Bro. Jaeque^ ami 
ask him to "make good." 
That is why so many housewives 



Sli,iii!,l Ihe ronrepti,,n of rellgi.n. 
-Miirii repr. s. iits tJiid as eternal and 
iifiniie, be preferable when carried 
o their logical ends, to the theories uf 
'clence? Does the rabid fanatlelsro 
if priests, which Invented the eler- 
iltv of h.'iinre. surpass scientific i^ 



of humanity has forgotten the opposi 
tlon of the clergy— they will step forth 
and proclaim to the world: "We done 
this, we are the power which keeps 
humanity from sinking into barbarism 
what would the world be without 
Christian influences? 

• T. e rtod who counts hnir and spnr 
r.iws wills ItV eri.'d I !•.■ eliMuy when 

ARP WnRI n lUinVFRQ '^''■B sacrificed in the attempt to 
Mnt WUnLU IVIUYCnO wrench the holy land from the domlnl- 



WHY 



[nown As Freeth nkers?— God's Ways 
Are Not Our Ways and Man Can 
Not Conform To Bible Waya 



PLT STICKS OF RIDICULE 

BETWEEN THE 8POKK8. 

(BY H. T. AHRKNS.) 
Your hair are counted on your 
heads and not a sparrow fallet.i to the 
earth with out God Almighty will it! 

This m.ans thit Cod waieli s and 
^viiis . v. !■} tail ..f ,.11. lile. For this 



<t the infldel Turk. God esUb- 
llshed the preaent institutions and he 
who will fry and change them, is med 
dllng with the works of God and is 
trying to frustrate his will! Thu 
cried the church a« it aet abalse the 
tires of the Inquisition, thereby d.- 
stroying the flower of humanity, and 
at the same time confiscating the 
propery of the poor victims for the 
benefit of the churcii. 

Old hones is stalking the country, 
'lumanity goes down before his scvthc 
like so much hay. The epidemic K 



The cler 



with paeK. 



ii iisiii M, slioiild nut t;r. iiiids be in tlielr side ready to retreat i 
case (whai we j;enerally call) ralsfur- j epidemic advances, bend t 
tune should overtake ua. If you and in prayer, trying by flatter 
family should take tick and even their Ood Into averting th 



though a member of 

lid .1 



family I The black man of the ( 



j;rlp 1 



to birbe 



ion Id. 



nder 



sparr. >^ . oi. ih.. r, ,ils ami l';e hair 
1 .voiu h 'ad has willed this and ihere- 
re wi- must bear the burden with 
rtitude as Ood has sent It. If mls- 
rtune of a material nature should 
ertake us. we must take it with 
grace for God the Father and provide 
>f and for ua all is the author and 
herefor we should not complain, of 
vhaf we are apt lo rail biirdms. Re- 



nib-'i 



t of frt 



world, it is all as vague as the legend 
of the beginning, which the Infantile 
mind of natlona invented. The earth 
and the universe are eternal, since 

■•teniity is lUi eHsentinl pro|«Tty of mat- 
ter. But matter is not unchanncible 
md because It appears In varied fornix 
nan's united intelect, while yet unli- 
lumlnated by aclentific research, l.olds 
it to be finite I 
meister. 

It is enough for us 
now that, though there Is a Supreme 

' wer. there is no Supreme Being. 

I h. ie is an Invisible principle, hut ' ' 
.11.; a persoiiid Cod. to whom it w. iild ; ' 



others should be poor — thai gome men 
should rule, while others should obey, 
that aome (ball be atrong. while others 
are destined to be weak. etc. 

This Is a part of a s,-imon which I 

thiirch of the Washington and <Jre^;on 
district. 

The foregoing Is a complete answer 
to the question "why are world movers 
Freethinkers?" and for a Freethinker 
they are thought breeding sentences. 
The proprrss i f the nations has 



ful lie Is and how weak humanity is. 
thinking flattery will do a great deal 
in pl( ading with hts deity. 

The scientist does not believe in a 

hair and sparrow census tiiklnn nod- 
looks up to t:'e sky, but sclenc leok 
ihriniKli the micr. seopi. and fights th 
enemy seb niiliealiy. The clergy at 
mils t;-.ey are weak and put their 
hopes i.f rescue in a supreme being 
and he fashioned after the ideas of 
barbarians. The scientist relies on 
'lis own sTenst.. and Knowledge as a 
■esiiior liLiii th.' lireadeil calamity. 

Kiioul,. is tin. e miueror; the 
•pidi iiiie is d I II!, itiit as soon as 
he llehl is cleared the clergy returns 
ind tells his gullible followers: "The 
Ciod who counts hair aad sparrowi 
iias answered our prayers, praised b. 



be remedy liie reformer has formu- 
lated for the ills of our preiant sya- 
tem, be wOl hear the r«»iy: ThartMk 
and Ue of the aoelallat party b made 

up of Freethinkers .and we could 

never think of JoinluR a party of that 

kin:; 

I lie ihiiieli does not proht by past 
niis akes. n does not study history, 
or else it would know that our prea- 
ent progress was Inaagurated by men 
who were barred aad baraod; ban- 
ished and tortured by the very ohm 
if men whoae followen today «hUm 
it as the victory of the ^Nh aad 
^'hristlan Influences. 
Hilt while the Christian Is oB hli 

I>i'ayln« for deliverance from 

111'' evil- of the present system, 
the Freethinker has the printing preea 
whirring and his typewHter to play- 
ing the hymn of human freedom. 
At a not distant day a new declara- 

ii 11 of indrfiendenee will l,e read tO 
>iir'Viiiii: anil .'iislaved immanity; K 
.vlll he n'.nd In oiiiiloor nioolinga, aad 
be pulpit will not even catch iU aoha 
When the church realisea the gnat- 
less ef the step and the making of a 
lew humanity; the clergy, the blind 
lats of the dark cavea of ignorance, 
vlll icU those— who still ad.iere to a 
senseless theolofcy: "We were the 
raetors! Christian teachings and in- 
liience brought If about." 

The world is niovinii. knowledge Is 
■he Archimedean h ver which does the 
work and the Freethlnl<er Is the man 
>vho handles it. The hair and spar- 
row counting itory la the brake on 
ihf car of progreaa, but in aplte of 
his we are making headway on the 
dad of prosiesa. ' 

Not on account of the ehareh, but 

n spite of It. 



UNCOLN 



lop 1 



u him 



s Clel 



ments of the 



■ntists and the achli 
irtlsans and he did 

eyee were turned 



isplie 



1 fatalisr 



Wli; 



•iurdify to Impiiie the form, the sen- 
timents, the passions of man. AH rev- 
tlatlon Is necessarily a mere Action. 
That which men call chance Is only 
the eff'ct of an unknown cauae. Even 
of char.n s. ii..ie is a law. There Is 
iiieh tbiti^' as I'rovldence, for na- 
proee.ds liiid" r ii reslsf Ible laws, 
in tills respect the universe Is 
a vast automatic engine. The 
forcr which pervades the world 
but the Illiterate call God. The 
modiflcationa throughout which all 
tilings are runnkig take place in aa 
Irresistible way, and hence it may be 



■said 1 



of th. 



■orld 



occupy at the present day. If we would 
believe in a supreme being who Jug- 
slfs with the worlds of the universe 
(as a Japanese Juggler would with a 
half dozen wooden balls) aad at the 
same time count hairs aad sparrows. 
We allcgorically mention a car of pro 

If this Reverend's teachlnes were 
believeil liy all people, we would not 
have to worry about thi- car of prog- 
ress moving so slow — there wouldn't 
be any to worry about aad we would 
be sunk in the slough of Ignoranee up 
o our necks. Up to our necks! and 
dioutinp. 'G.d Wilis it." 'plory hal- 



1 hai 



I love 



I lib 



r y. The eler>jy tlw-ti .is now stood 
igiiasf, crying "God deererd that some 
;nen should* rule while others shouli' 
obey," "besides kingship is a divine 
Institution." The pens of infidels 
wrote and put forth the Kreat ei)och 



do{ 



he clergy aad tbel iloUowers the 
great hardsblpa and the terrible de 
gradation humanity la aultering on ac- 

t of a false economic system; thi 



••Wo 



lorld; and we have i 
le with his will and < 

ory as recorded In fl 
Didn't G. d liberate 
tiblded his own time. 



naming this 
lo right to 
A'orks. "1)0 



the : 



We 



lof. liraper in Conflict of Sclenct 



I llrese 



: the 



what the woild ne ds is not ii-ss, but 
more, religion— not less, but more, 
faith In a real, tangible Supreme 
Ruler, to whom each one of us is ae 
countable for our most somi 
thoughts; not less, but niort-. Nolii f 
that aft*r death we live aKain. atol 
that but by striving' to live a-s liv. il 
the Son of .Mat, w,- snail live b,-m 
here and Um- ^'Li ioMsly b.'r.-aft.-i . 
He Preaches Resistance. 
"Freedom of faith, tolerance of opli 
km. Inviolable right to beUeve what 
we will and serve God aa our c 
science commands us. absolute Ilbe 
to all of oiir Irrotliors to do ibo sa 



< hiireh after prayer meeting yestrday 
and asked about the transaction. He 
said he had heard nothing omcial 
.''bout it, but only something said half' 
in Jest about the short weight in the 



glad t 



get 



i'lof. Flske alluding to doubtful mia- 

epresentation of ih.- bible, says: "If 
ti.e \aricjus bods oi th- llibie had 
.een able to wiili.-'aiid .-very teat Of 
lei.ntilie and lii.iarj eritliism, that 
'ould be brought to bear upon them, 

■'ii'l Com It iinsealh<-(] In every state- 

iiK ni. stub a iihenoniHunn would at 
least hav). been very remarkable, but 
In point of fact, the outcome of Bible 
cj-itldsm has been very different to 
this. A century of Intense study, and 



Intolerance of do>;iii;i: m. n should 
less resist tolerance of politics. .Men 
have resisted Intolerance of the 
church, both Protestant and Catho- 
lic; men should no less r.sist the In- 
tolerance of the state wb.-ther repub- 
lic or monarchy. The Christian reli- 
gion asks notiiing more than fair 
piay and an equal elianee. Who would 
deny It that? Indeed. It does not ask 
that much; It is prepared to suffer 
and be persecuted, for the followers 
Of the OhmIM One have aMuraaee 



ledge, and with modern inor- 



\eii nili.-iy iKiiinds of coal at a time," 

aid Mr. Bresee with a twinkle In his 
>ye. I know some people who would 
lave been glad to get fifty. I havo 
lot heard any complaint made about 

'Mr^'j^qts did not deny the ^iory\l^!:Z:,^':r^^^^^^ 
esterday. and acknowledged that he^ 

■ as retu;nlng to his customers the 
xtra ten pounds of coal they were en 
Itled to. 

Citizens of Ix>s Angeles and citi/.i ns 
ill general could well wish that there 



aware the 

I'lit Ond has glvtn it 
liu-r us from It, as he 
from the servitude of 



•liija." 

.\fter i..-arii,g this man's sein.on. n lC.juill, 
'low calmly and positively ean the | f^Jlvered Israi 
Atheist say: "Surely there is no the Bgyptlans. 
Ood." For if there was a Ood and When the social reformer aaks the 
that God was a gentle man. be would Llergy and his satalites to Invesfigale 

take this big gun of the evangelical | — — — — 

church and give him a good shaking 
up, and be wouldn't wait until church 
was out either. 

This man of God and Is fi llowers 
who carry cement and it nearly set. 
w'lere the t'eople whom they 1 
dewn upon carry a good supply 
brains — these men surely don't know 
anything about natural laws, iventions 
tuir economics or else they would 



(Continued From Page One.) 
vould be greateat among them muit 

leeome the servant of all. The re- 

igi. n of Lincoln struck its roots deep 
n his ideal of servie.-. riiat Ideal of 
iirviee is tbi. mastor-key that opens 
h.' inner sanetnaiy of nis life. 

He dlscorned a great plan of God 
infolding, lie realimi that as one 
vho saw he had a great part to play. 
That couimissiun he accepted. And in 
becoming (he aervant of all, he loat 
hlmstlf, sacrificed himself, but only ih 
Il ep< r sense of realizing himself. 



!i lA. i \Mi, iji:i!,- pii,\ iilence, wiiose 
istriinitiit lie was. tJive a man hU 
ire iiiteileetuai discemiuvnt and his 
>etic sympathy, and give that man a 
eat absorbing ideal of ■ervlcc, such 
I Uncoln cherished, and the fruitage 
Wltaeaa 



•:iaiacterized him with all at hla i«- 
lomnitabie resoluttoa; the tendemeia 
ud pat i nee wbteh blended with the 
vorkings uf an Intellect remonelcsily 

This was real religion, aad, like all 
genuine religion, had its orlglll In life. 

ielglon always arises out of motives 
hearts. It can 
Belief or non- 
■lief of itself will never make a man 
her religious or irreligious. Re- 
ligion Is something as Intimately con- 
1 witii a man as the perfume of 
er or Ihe tide of life In toe living 
In fact, It la life itself, and its 
fruit Is righteousness. 
In proof of thU, let the life of the 
eat est American stand aa a sublime 
iject lesson. 



iidged deep Into 



debate'Tn T»Ai5rpHLeT FOrtlB:* 

.lust out, deliate on the Bible and Evo- 
lution between A. A. Snow and V. 
G. Wilkerson, 100 pagea, 64,000 
words. Price 16 ceoU. Arkaaaaw 

Traveler. New Hope, Ark. 



Isn 



t pa; 



If It wasn't for the efforts of the 
Freethlnkera to keep the clergy and 
their followen In check, to what alan 
ders would God have to submit. 

In prcacMng this hair and sparr. w 



like Brother 



But in some cases their "conscience 
lal" would bankrupt them. 



hopelessly contradict 
[ matter? of fact, and eometlme, present 

I irrei-on. ilable divergence, in matters 
( f doctrine while minor errors of his- 
torical or phlutegleal lBt«»ratation 

i>l)ound in It tiiroughout. i crimes 

In view of such a conclusion, there I whieh wer.- eoiiimitted .r-'alnst hu- 
would seem to be no need for any , nianlty by Ignorance and tyranny, 
hypothesis of special divine action. In i This liair and sparrow eountlng be- 
the composition of the Bible. , lief has acted as a brak« , and hlnd- 

On the contrary, the belief In the rance on the progress of humanity. It 
peculiar iBsplratloa of thla collection baa been the mirehole In which the 
(if books, should probably be regarded 'car of progress has often been stuck. 



ORGANIZATION AT LAS1 

WA.NTKIK- All r, aders of the Blue Grass Blade, who know God is a 
■i;, Ih and death the end of life, to fll out the following blank and forward 
t to the Iniernatioiial Organizer. W. H. Kerr, Great Bend, Kansas, and get 
nice certificate, suluble for framing, of graduation In the knowledge of 
i^ d an life membership In the Chnreb cnC Humanity. 

APPLICATION POR MIMMRSHIP 



W. H. kakll. Great Bend, Kaaa. 

, Believing God to be a fkbuhma betas, I cneloae one dollar for 
l.lfe Membership in the Charaih at Homanlty. 



Postofflce Co. or I t.. 



with f 



WhII. 



■. but 



adecl 



Fie 



haniber o».-rli 
. lintings and 1 

liut his main delight was u <li.-ap print, '"^ I"'" "ay of looking at t^e wheel, the cbrgy and (heir follow-, 

opy of a grotesque picture used in aj j things.— From Essays by Prof J. Flske., Ing stood aside, putting the sticks of 

ertWac a eertahl ban** «f Isillih soap ridicule between the spokea aad pell- 

^Ulto b ImM down from mother He thoM wHk the roeki e( ogttMiav. 



When 1,000 membera are enrolled a national delegate eonventl^" wlf 
be called to fhtmaT* onaalae and igeoryorate **>e ehareh 



I 



